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1234 S.W. Second Street 

Miami 35 – Florida 

August 21 – 43 

Dearest William: 

 We were very glad as well as surprised to receive your good 

letter. The last letter we had from you was from Milan in May 1941, just 

after you heard of my accident. 

 I answered it promptly, when I was able to sit up only an hour 

or so at a time and wrote with a pencil. I have often wondered if you 

received that letter, and have asked your folks if you ever mentioned 

hearing from me, but they never answered, and the only letter from you 

that was sent to us, was the one you wrote right after you married, and 

he sent it to Jeannette and she sent it to us. I have asked repeatedly that 

they send your letters, but they never have, so we were very glad to get 

your letter. Your letter arrived August 2nd. 

 Jeannette wrote from New York that you had met the girl, and 

that later she had met her and had dinner at her house. Also that she 

thot she would make you a wonderful wife, how fine she was, and how 

much she liked her etc. We are so glad you met the right girl at last, and 

that you are  
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so happy, and feel sure it will last, as from all we have heard about her, 

you have made a wise choice, and we are so glad you have some one 

who belongs to you, so far from home. 

 Jeannette wrote about “Philinda”, but did not give her last name. 

Well last September I saw a picture in a Miami paper, of a very sweet 

looking girl and two children she was looking after while their parents 

were going thru Customs at the Pan American I think it was. It gave her 

name as Philinda Jones and as Philinda is such an unusual name, I 

wondered if it could be your Philinda. So I sent the picture and article to 

Jeannette, and sure enough, it was. Perhaps Philinda saw the picture, it 

was a good one I thot. Thank you for the one you sent in your letter, 

and we hope to have a better one some day. Sorry we did not meet her 

while she was here. She certainly loves you, to take that long dangerous 

trip to be with you, and I know how anxious you must have been while 

she was on the way over, and how happy you were when she arrived 

safely. We were very much interested in the account of your wedding. 

 I wonder if it is much hotter there than it is here 
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in Summer. If it is, I’m glad I’m not there! You said in the letter that was 

sent to us that Philinda hated cold weather, so perhaps she does not 

mind the heat too much. It is a good thing she does not have to do a lot 

of house work, and with that staff of servants of course she does not. It 

surely is different from conditions here, it is almost impossible to get 

help, and they want such high wages, few can afford to hire them. We 

are glad you are not in the War Zone even if the climate is bad. Sarah 

wrote that you weighed only 130 lbs. which is not enough for you, but I 

hope your health is good. 

 Mama is not very well, has lots of ills, and little endurance, but 

does very well for one her age. I am still walking with a cane if I go any 

distance, but do not use one around the house or neighborhood. 

 I had a lot of trouble with my back more than a year ago and 

have had to wear a brace. I am better but my back is still very weak and 

I tire easily. I am sure I would have been walking much better if I had 

not had the back trouble. which was caused by a fall I had 4 years 

before. 

 We had a letter from Jeannette last week. She told us that she 

was expecting a visit from the Stork in January. 
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 She seems very happy about it. We do think it would have been 

better not to have a baby until the War is over, and they are settled 

some place, but many thousands of young couples are doing the same 

thing and get along some way. I do hope Norman will not be sent over 

Seas. Every one who met him in Newark, seems very favorably 

impressed with him, and we are so glad. 

 I am sending you a picture and notice of Kate Montgomery’s 

wedding. I know you will be interested. 

 I also saw in the Advocate that Bud Francis is to be Married to 

Maxine Shur. She used to live in Newark, but has lived in Cincinnati for 

6 years, and they are to be married there Sept. 9. He is now located in 

Tenn. It was so nice that he happened to be in Newark at the time of 

Jeannette’s wedding, then saw you later and could tell you all about 

everything. I expect you miss seeing him now. 

 Some one wrote me that Billy Davis and his wife had separated. 

They have 3 children, the youngest one only a few months old, and he 

claims the last one is not his! They say he also has a girl. Isn’t it too 

bad? I guess they had too much money and too little sense. 

 As we never saw any of the letters you wrote when you first 

arrived at your post, we didn’t hear anything about conditions there. 

When you write, I hope you will 
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tell us about the food, whether you have rationing, and if there is any 

time of year when it is any cooler, also if you have air conditioning etc. 

Can you get milk? 

 I do hope you will be able to come home before you are sent to 

another post, and that we will be able to see you, but hope the war will 

be over before you take any long trips, and that your next post will be in 

a better climate and not so far from home. 

 I hope you had a fine time and a good rest on your belated 

honey moon in July, and that you will be able to get to the Bay you 

spoke of for a rest and a change on Sundays. 

 This is a long letter, but it has been so long since we heard from 

you, or since I’ve written, so I had a lot to say. 

 I will sign my name “Ninnie” as usual, but hope yo will tell 

Philinda how I got that name, and that I’m not really a “ninnie”. 

 Hope it will not be so long before we hear from you this time. 

Much love to both from both of us 

“Ninnie”. 

P.S. I read in the Advocate that Melody’s father died in California late in 

July. I guess the only good thing about him was his voice. He had 

another son by his second wife. 

L.C.R. 


